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NHS Brighton and Hove Autumn Statement 2009
Introduction
NHS Brighton and Hove is committed to making available high quality, timely and accessible services for children and young people with disabilities, complex needs and palliative care needs.

We work closely with our partners in the Children and Young People’s Trust to deliver the improved service and outcomes envisaged in Aiming High for Disabled Children, the NHS Operating Framework, and Healthy Lives, Brighter Futures (the first national child health strategy). 

Service commissioning
NHS Brighton and Hove has pooled budget arrangements under a section 75 agreement to commission services for children with disabilities through the Brighton and Hove Children and Young People’s Trust (CYPT).

The CYPT commissions a range of local services for children and young people with disabilities, complex and palliative care needs, all delivered within an integrated care pathway. They include developmental child health, social care family support, and pre-school educational assessment and treatment. 

Tertiary and specialist services are provided by Chailey Heritage Clinical Services, a nationally recognised centre for the assessment, treatment and care of children with complex physical disabilities. They are commissioned via South Downs NHS Trust on behalf of NHS Brighton and Hove.
Palliative and continuing health care for children and young people are commissioned on an individual basis.
Services and developments
Commissioning review
The recent Joint Strategic Needs Assessment developed with the CYPT made a number of recommendations for children with disabilities, including a review of the 2005 local commissioning strategy to take account of changes in national policy and produce a report for discussion in 2010.
Partnership Board
The Disabled Children’s Strategic Partnership Board has been set up to ensure that children and young people with disabilities and/or special or complex health needs receive coordinated, high-quality services. The Board is jointly chaired by the head of child development and disability services for the CYPT and the director of Amaze. Its members include parents, carers and representatives from local voluntary and statutory organisations.
Parent Carers’ Council 
This has been set up using Aiming High funds and support from NHS Brighton & Hove, the Disabled Children’s Strategic Partnership Board and Amaze. It aims to:

• raise awareness about disabled children and families’ needs;

• build good practice in the planning and delivery of services; and 

• become an effective representative group of parents and carers, and a focal point for city-wide consultation.
Therapy review
An extra £50,000 has been invested in therapy services to reduce waiting times as recommended in the Parent Carers’ Council report, More therapies in the community. 
NHS Brighton and Hove and the CYPT have also commissioned an independent review of therapy services (identified as a priority by the Disability Partnership Board and the Children and Young People’s Overview and Scrutiny Committee). The review report will be available by the end of 2009.
Every Disabled Child Matters 
NHS Brighton and Hove formally signed the Every Disabled Child Matters charter on 14 July 2009.
The charter is based upon Standard 8 of the National Service Framework for Children. It commits the organisation to providing a range of services for disabled children and their families, and to addressing the needs of disabled children in strategic planning and local area agreements.
It contains nine areas for development and service improvement. Progress against each of them is shown in Appendix 3 and will be monitored through the Disabled Children’s Strategic Partnership Board. 
Short Breaks
In 2008 Brighton & Hove was selected as one of 21 pilot sites to increase the availability of short breaks for parents and disabled children as part of the Aiming High programme. An extra £2 million, spread over three years, is being spent to increase the quantity and range of short break available in the city.
Research was carried out In conjunction with Amaze (a local organisation providing information, advice and support to parents of children with special needs and disabilities) to identify the main gaps. As a result of this research, some of the extra money is being spent on:

· Direct payments so that parents and carers can choose how they want to organise a break
· Professional contract carers to provide overnight residential care and sitting services
· A teenage befriending service being developed by the Children’s Society working with the CYPT
· School holiday services, particularly for teenagers and children in parts of the city where there are few similar schemes

· Expanding the Compass Card scheme which gives free or discount entry to all sorts of leisure facilities in the city (the Compass is the city’s database of disabled children and is run by Amaze on behalf of the CYPT).
Community Equipment
NHS Brighton and Hove commissions wheelchair and equipment loan services for clients of all ages. The wheelchair service, including wheelchairs for children, is currently under review.
