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The following are the suggested criteria which should be satisfied when an adult (over 40 years) is referred directly to an audiology department for hearing assessment / rehabilitation either from Primary Care or from other intra-hospital Consultants. This document replaces the earlier criteria (TTSA 1989).

Findings on History:

• Persistent otalgia affecting either ear (being earache which lasts for more than

seven days in the last 90 days before the appointment takes place);

• History of discharge other than wax from either ear within the last 90 days

• Reported worsening of an existing hearing loss of sudden (24 hours), rapid (less

than 90 days) or recent (within one year) onset.

• Hearing loss subject to fluctuation (within last 90 days) beyond that associated

with colds;

• Unilateral or asymmetrical, pulsatile or distressing tinnitus (within the last 90

days) which lasts for > 5 minutes at a time.

• Vertigo (as classically described ‘an hallucination of movement’, not to be

confused with the common unsteadiness often associated with age) within the

last 90 days

Findings on examination:

• Complete or partial obstruction of the external auditory canal that would not allow

proper examination of the eardrum and/or the proper and accurate taking of an

aural impression.

• Abnormal appearance of the eardrum and/or the outer ear – e.g., perforated

eardrum; active discharge

Findings on Audiometry:

• Conductive hearing loss where audiometry shows 25dB or greater air / bone gap

at two or more of the following frequencies: 500, 1000, 2000 or 4000 Hz

• Unilateral or asymmetrical hearing loss as indicated by a difference in the

left/right bone conduction thresholds of 20dB or greater at two or more of the

following frequencies: 500, 1000, 2000 or 4000 Hz

• Where an existing audiogram taken in the last 24 months is available this shall

mean a deterioration of 15dB or more in air conduction threshold readings at two

or more of the following frequencies: 500, 1000, 2000 or 4000 Hz

Other findings:

Any other unusual presenting features at the discretion of the Audiologist.
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