The District Nursing Service

Criteria - Provides holistic and effective nursing care including health promotion and health screening to housebound adults or to those who by reason of their health needs, are best supported in their own environment by the skills and expertise of the DN service.

The list of services does not cover the entirety of the work delivered by the District Nursing Service, but gives an indication of the range and complexity of services provided:-
· First contact needs assessment – including advanced physical assessment

· Holistic assessment

· Comprehensive wound management & leg ulcer care

· Doppler assessments

· Palliative care Acute care Palliative and terminal care including:

 
Pain management


Care assessment and planning to ensure comfort of patient


Liaison with other relevant agencies


Input into the Gold Standards Framework with practices


Advice and support to patients and family


Terminal care management using the Liverpool Care Pathway


Ensuring referral to palliative care specialist when required

· Non medical independent prescribing

· Bladder and bowel assessment, management, health promotion – including bladder scanning

· Administration of medicines ( excluding oral medication)

· Education of patients to enable self care

· Assessment & Management of long term conditions

· Health promotion & education- including screening, vaccinations

· Acute care for patients in their own homes (e.g IV antibiotics that is ongoing and reduces unnecessary hospital or residential admission)
· Ear care

· venepuncture

· Care to patients in residential homes – providing the professional nursing care for residents to enable maximum independence and providing care planning and treatment when a nursing need arises

· Minor injury care 

Pathway

The district nursing service is committed to providing high quality patient care information in a timely and efficient manner.  In partnership with GP surgeries, district nurses are expected to establish an agreed system for responding positively and promptly to receiving and returning phone calls from the GP surgery; in addition the GP surgery will be made aware of the DN mobile contact number to ensure accessibility at all times.  District nurses are aware of the importance of face to face availability, which may include attendance at routine primary care team meetings and/or to discuss complex or urgent care situations e.g. to prevent hospital admissions with the relevant GP.     
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