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Referring patients for initiation onto Warfarin in the Community
Atrial Fibrillation (AF) Referrals
Patients with AF identified in primary care as requiring initiation onto Warfarin, can now be referred via BICS. Prior to referral, GPs should be please ensure that:

· a full blood count is undertaken; 

· the CPAMS pharmacist is authorised in the referral letter to dispense a loading dose of Warfarin; and

· all the additional required information is captured in the referral letter as indicated in the referral proforma attached.

Referrals will be reviewed by specially trained GPs and routed to the Community Pharmacy Anticoagulation Management Service (CPAMS) where applicable. Patients will be contacted by a BICS Patient Care Advisor to offer the patient a choice of pharmacy for their first CPAMS appointment.
If a referral is deemed to not meet the criteria of the community service, a trained GP will call the referrer to discuss alternative pathways. This may mean returning the referral to the practice for rapid transfer to the Acute Medical Unit (AMU).
GPs are able to access information on their patients currently being managed in the CPAMS using DAWN version 7. Please contact Claire Condon from Boots UK on 07836 626962 if you would like more information on this.

Referrals for other indications for anticoagulation
The following patients are excluded from this service and should be referred directly to hospital using existing pathways:

· Patients under 16 yrs

· Prosthetic or Mechanical Valve patients 

· Newly diagnosed Venous thromboembolism (VTE) (diagnosis within 4 weeks) 

· VTE still on LMWH 

· Pregnancy 

· Antiphospholipid syndrome

· Patients with severe liver failure

If a GP feels that the patient needs to be seen immediately, then they should call the Acute Medical Unit (AMU), previously known as the Medical Assessment Unit (MAsU), on 01273 664554 and provide the doctor on duty with details of the patient. This should be followed with an urgent fax sent to AMU on 01273 664557. The fax should specify the patient details and reason for immediate referral. Faxes should also be sent to the Haematology Department on 01273 664977, for the attention of Diane Angus, for information only.

The patient should be advised to attend the Accident & Emergency Department.
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