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 Modified Wells Diagnostic Algorithm 

	Because of the unreliability of clinical features several diagnostic scoring system have been validated whereby patients are classified as having a high, intermediate, or low probability of developing deep vein thrombosis, based on history and clinical examination. This is just one:

	Active cancer with ongoing treatment or treatment within the previous 6 months or palliative care                                                      FORMCHECKBOX 

	1 point

	Paralysis, paresis, or recent immobilization of the legs in plaster                                                                                                          FORMCHECKBOX 

	1 point

	Recently confined to bed for more than 3 days or major surgery within 12 weeks requiring general or regional anesthetic                 FORMCHECKBOX 

	1 point

	Localized tenderness along the distribution of the deep venous system                                                                                                FORMCHECKBOX 

	1 point

	Whole leg swollen                                                                                                                                                                                   FORMCHECKBOX 

	1 point

	Calf swelling by more than 3 cm compared with the asymptomatic leg (measured 10 cm below the tibial tuberosity)                          FORMCHECKBOX 

	1 point

	Pitting oedema more marked in the symptomatic leg                                                                                                                             FORMCHECKBOX 

	1 point

	Collateral superficial veins, not varicose veins                                                                                                                                       FORMCHECKBOX 

	1 point

	Previously documented deep vein thrombosis                                                                                                                                       FORMCHECKBOX 

	1 point

	Alternative diagnosis as likely or more likely than DVT                                                                                                                          FORMCHECKBOX 

	-2 points


The policy for this pilot is: where there is a moderate or high probability (Wells score over 0) refer the patient to the DVT service. D-Dimer testing is not necessary in these cases. Where there is a low probability (Wells score 0 or less) do a D-Dimer test. If positive, refer the patient to DVT clinic.  If negative, DVT can be excluded confidently.

Wells score proforma for DVT Assessment








